
 

 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart Ceremony 

http://www.fisheaters.com/sh.html 
 

Introduction: 
The heart has always been seen as the "center" or essence a person and the wellspring of our emotional 
lives and love. Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is devotion to Jesus Christ Himself, but in the par-
ticular ways of meditating on his interior life and on His threefold love -- His divine love, His burning 
love that fed His human will, and His sensible love that affects His interior life. Pope Pius XII of blessed 
memory writes on this topic in his 1956 encyclical, Haurietis Aquas (On Devotion To The Sacred 
Heart). 

“54. ...the Heart of the Incarnate Word is deservedly and rightly considered the chief sign and 
symbol of that threefold love with which the divine Redeemer unceasingly loves His eternal Fa-
ther and all mankind. 55. It is a symbol of that divine love which He shares with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit but which He, the Word made flesh, alone manifests through a weak and perish-
able body, since "in Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 56. It is, besides, the symbol 
of that burning love which, infused into His soul, enriches the human will of Christ and enlight-
ens and governs its acts by the most perfect knowledge derived both from the beatific vision and 
that which is directly infused.57. And finally -- and this in a more natural and direct way -- it is 
the symbol also of sensible love, since the body of Jesus Christ, formed by the Holy Spirit, in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, possesses full powers of feelings and perception, in fact, more so than 
any other human body.” 

 
Preparation:  
1. Order in advance a Certificate by mailing in the name and address of the family to  

 National Enthronement Center 
 P.O. Box 111 
 Fairhaven, MA 02719-0111 
 Or by faxing a request to 
 National Enthronement Center 
 Fax (508) 993-8233 
 Or by email to: 
 National Enthronement Center 
 necenter@juno.com 
 Other inquiries, please call (508) 999-2680. If for some reason the Certificate cannot be  or-
dered ahead of time, request for it after the enthronement. The National Enthronement Center will send 
by mail the certificate upon request, together with an invoice for $1.00 for the Certificate plus shipping 
and handling. 
 



   
2.  It is good if all can attend Mass that day and receive the Eucharist. If a priest won't be present 

for the Enthronement Ceremony, have an image of the Sacred Heart blessed earlier by a priest. 
The wall will have already been prepared for hanging the image (if it's to be hung on the wall), 
flowers and such should adorn the table or mantle under where the picture will be placed/hung, 
the frame for the Certificate and the Certificate itself should be ready, refreshments will already 
have been prepared, Sacred Scripture will be handy, any candles used should be lit, etc. If a 
priest will be attending the ceremony, it is good to have him bless your home. 

 
Opening Prayers: 
 
V. Our help is in the Name of the Lord.   
R. Who made Heaven and earth.   
V. The Lord be with you.   
R. And with your spirit.   
 
Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who dost approve the painting and sculpturing of the 
images of Thy Saints, so that as often as we gaze upon them we are reminded to imitate their deeds 
and sanctity; vouchsafe, we implore Thee, to bless and sanctify this image made in honor and in 
memory of the Most Sacred Heart of Thy only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ; and grant, 
that whosoever in its presence, will suppliantly worrship and honor the Most Sacred Heart of Thy 
only begotten Son, may obtain through His merits and intercession grace in this life and everlast-
ing glory in the world to come. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The priest or natural father now sprinkles the image with holy water. Then the father, or in his absence, 
the mother or some other member of the family, enthrones the image in the place of honor prepared for 
it. This is the symbolic act of Enthronement. All stand. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth, and in in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary. He suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell. On the 
third day He rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Fa-
ther Almighty. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Explanation: 
  
All sit and remain seated while the priest or natural father addresses a few words to those present, re-
minding the members of the family of what the Sacred Heart expects from families which have ac-
knowledged Him as King; recalling the magnificent promises of the Sacred Heart; urging the family to 
live its Enthronement and frequently to renew the act of consecration which they are about to make. 
 

General devotion to the Sacred Heart, the birthplace of the Church and the font of Love, were 
popular in Benedictine and Cistercian monasteries, especially in response to the devotion of St. 
Gertrude the Great (b. 1256), but specific devotions became even more popularized when St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-1690), a Visitation nun, had a personal revelation involving a 
series of visions of Christ as she prayed before the Blessed Sacrament. She wrote, "He disclosed 
to me the marvels of his Love and the inexplicable secrets of his Sacred Heart." Christ empha-
sized to her His love -- and His woundedness caused by Man's indifference to this love. 
He promised that, in response to those who consecrate themselves and make reparations to His 
Sacred Heart: 



 
    * He will give them all the graces necessary in their state of life. 
    * He will establish peace in their homes. 
    * He will comfort them in all their afflictions. 
    * He will be their secure refuge during life, and above all, in death. 
    * He will bestow abundant blessings upon all their undertakings. 
    * Sinners will find in His Heart the source and infinite ocean of mercy. 
    * Lukewarm souls shall become fervent. 
    * Fervent souls shall quickly mount to high perfection. 
    * He will bless every place in which an image of His Heart is exposed and honored. 
    * He will give to priests the gift of touching the most hardened hearts. 
    * Those who shall promote this devotion shall have their names written in His Heart. 
    * In the excessive mercy of His Heart that His all-powerful love will grant to all those who 
receive Holy Communion on the First Fridays in nine consecutive months the grace of final per-
severance; they shall not die in His disgrace, nor without receiving their sacraments. His divine 
Heart shall be their safe refuge in this last moment. 

 
Then all kneel, while the priest and the father (or his representative) recite the official Act of Consecra-
tion. 
 
Act of Consecration: 
 
O Sacred Heart of Jesus, who didst make known to St. Margaret Mary Thine ardent desire to 
reign over Christian families, behold us assembled here today to proclaim Thine absolute domin-
ion over our home. 
 
Henceforth we purpose to lead a life like unto Thine, so that amongst us may flourish the virtues 
for which Thou didst promise peace on earth, and for this end * we will banish from our midst * 
the spirit of the world which Thou dost abhor so much. 
 
Thou wilt reign over our understanding by the simplicity of our faith. Thou wilt reign over our 
hearts by an ardent love for Thee; and may the flame of this love be kept burning in our hearts by 
the frequent reception of the Holy Eucharist. 
 
Deign, O Divine Heart, to preside over our meetings, to bless our undertakings, both spiritual and 
temporal, to banish all worry and care, to sanctify our joys and soothe our sorrows. If any of us 
should ever have the misfortune to grieve Thy Sacred Heart, remind him of Thy goodness and 
mercy toward the repentant sinner. 
 
Lastly when the hour of separation will sound and death will plunge our home into mourning, 
then shall we all and everyone of us be resigned to Thy eternal decrees, and seek consolation in the 
thought that we shall one day be reunited in Heaven, where we shall sing the praises and blessings 
of Thy Sacred Heart * for all eternity. 
 
May the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the glorious Patriarch St. Joseph offer Thee this our Con-
secration, and remind us of the same all the days of our life. 
 
Glory to the Divine Heart of Jesus, our King and our Father! 
 
Now all pray the one Our Father, one Hail Mary, and one Glory Be: 
 
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 



earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  
Hail Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the 
Fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and in the hour of 
our death. Amen. 
  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
 
Glory be to Thee, O Sacred Heart of Jesus, for the infinite mercy Thou hast bestowed upon the 
privileged members of this family. Thou hast chosen it from thousands of others, as a recipient of 
Thy love and a sanctuary of reparation wherein Thy most loving Heart shall find consolation for 
the ingratitude of men. 
 
How great, O Lord Jesus, is the confusion of this portion of Thy faithful flock as we accept the un-
merited honor of seeing Thee preside over our family! Silently we adore Thee, overjoyed to see 
Thee sharing under the same roof the toils, cares and joys of Thy children! It is true, we are not 
worthy that Thou shouldst enter our humble abode, but Thou hast already reassured us, when 
Thou didst reveal Thy Sacred Heart to us, teaching us to find in the wound of Thy Sacred Side the 
source of grace and life everlasting. In this loving and trusting spirit we give ourselves to Thee, 
Thou who art unchanging Life. 
 
Remain with us, Most Sacred Heart, for we feel an irresistible desire to love Thee and make Thee 
loved. May our home be for Thee a haven as sweet as that of Bethany, where Thou canst find rest 
in the midst of loving friends, who like Mary have chosen the better part in the loving intimacy of 
Thy Heart! 
 
May this home be for Thee, O be. loved Savior, a humble but hospitable refuge during the exile 
imposed on Thee by Thine enemies. 
 
Come, then, Lord Jesus, come, for here as at Nazareth, we have a tender love for the Virgin Mary, 
Thy sweet Mother whom Thou hast given us to be our Mother. Come, to fill with Thy sweet pres-
ence the vacancies which misfortune and death have wrought in our midst. 
 
O most faithful Friend, hadst Thou been here in the midst of sorrow, our tears would have been 
less bitter; the comforting balm of peace would then have soothed these hidden wounds, which are 
known to Thee alone. 
 
Come, for even now perhaps, there is drawing near for us the twilight of tribulation, and the de-
cline of the passing days of our youth and our illusions. 
 
Stay with us, for already it is late, and a perverted world seeks to envelop us in the darkness of its 
denials while we wish to adhere to Thee who alone art the Way the Truth and the Life. 
 
Repeat for us those words Thou didst utter of old: "This day I must abide in this home. 
 
Yes, dear Lord, take up Thy abode with us, so that we may live in Thy love and in Thy presence, 
we who proclaim Thee as our King and wish no other! 



 
May Thy triumphant Heart, O Jesus, be forever loved, blessed, and glorified in this home! Thy 
Kingdom Come! Amen! 
 
All stand and thank the Immaculate Heart of Mary for the grace of the Enthronement, and to proclaim 
this loving Mother as the Queen of the home, all recite the Hail Holy Queen. 
 
Hail holy Queen, mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor 
banished children of Eve. To thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of 
tears. Turn then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us. And after this our exile 
show unto us the blessed Fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Litany & Final Blessing: 
 
    V. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
    R. Have mercy on us! 
    V. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
    R. Have mercy on us! 
    V. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
    R. Have mercy on us! 
    V. Immaculate Heart of Mary 
    R. Pray for us. 
    V. St. Joseph 
    R. Pray for us. 
    V. St. Margaret Mary 
    R. Pray for us. 
    All: Glory to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus forever and ever! Amen.  
 
The priest gives his blessing in the name of the Church, or the natural father gives a paternal blessing: 
 
May the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, descend upon you and remain 
forever. Amen. 
 
Certificate and Links for Further Information:  
 
Finally, the members of the family (and the priest, if any) sign the Certificate of the Enthronement, 
which should be framed and hung near the image of the Sacred Heart or kept in the family vault. 
 
For further information about the Feast of the Sacred Heart, Consecration of the Entire Human Race on 
the Feast of Christ the King, inclusion of Consecration to the Heart of Mary and Periodic Renewal of 
Consecration, please visit http://www.fisheaters.com/sh.html. 
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